BLEACHING PALM  OIL.                               45

some parts of Birmingham a large trade is carried on in
this item alone.

Electrotyping is the art of depositing copper from
its solution upon moulds or impressions of objects from
which a copy in metal is desired. The moulds are
generally made of wax or gutta-percha, though they may
be made of fusible metal (an alloy of bismuth, lead, and tin).
Wax and gutta-percha not being conductors of electricity,
the surface of the mould made with these materials is
brushed over with plumbago (black-lead), which gives a
bright metallic lustre to the mould, which then receives
the deposit freely. The art of electrotyping is very
extensively practised, and by its means engravings and
other works of art are copied, whereby the final impressions
from such works are equal in beauty and detail to the first.

Colossal statues and groups of figures have been repro-
duced by the electrotype process, and these, when after-
waf ds Ironzed, as it is termed, present all the characteristic
appearance of real bronze, while being considerably
cheaper.

BLEACHING PALM  OIL.

This important oil is obtained from the fruit of the
Elais G-uineensiSy or Guinea palm. It is an orange-red
substance of the consistence of butter, largely imported
into this country for use in soap and candle making.
About the year 1836, when the price of tallow was ex-
ceedingly high as compared with its present value, many
attempts were made by scientific men to decolour or bleach
palm oil, so as to render it available, when mixed with
tallow, in the manufacture of soap and candles. By one
process the oil was subjected to a high temperature in an